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Module Aims:  
 
To provide an outline of traditional and contemporary theories of childhood including 
legislative and policy contexts in England and Wales, through the examination of its historical 
development and key theoretical perspectives 
 

 



 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to ... 
 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the legislative and policy context in relation 

to children in the ‘looked after’ system (KS1, KS4, KS6, KS9) 

2. Understand the role of the state in safeguarding and protecting children and explain the 

differences between these two concepts (KS1,KS4,KS6, KS9) 

3. Demonstrate principles of empowerment of children within a practice context (KS1,KS4, 

KS6,KS9) 

4. Demonstrate knowledge of anti discriminatory practice and apply this in relation to 

children in the looked after system. (KS1,KS4,KS6,KS9) 

 
Key skills for employability 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self management) 
10. Numeracy 
 

 
 
Assessment:  

Undertake a ten minute presentation answering one of a choice of questions and 
accompany this with a 2,000 word essay related to the topic. 
 

Indicative question: 
 ‘How do you ensure that children participate in the decision making process, and that the 
voice of the child is heard’ (Article 12 CRC 1989)  

 
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 1,2,3,4 Presentation 100%  10 minute 
and  
2,000 word  

 



Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

 
The module will be taught through a blended learning approach of face to face classroom 
sessions and e learning. Tutors will engage with students through the medium of the VLE. 
Additional support will be accessed through group or individual tutorials 

 
Work-based learning: During this module the students will be expected to carry out the following 
tasks in the workplace: 
 

 Read policies and procedures which inform practice in relation to safeguarding and 
protecting children. 

 Reflect upon their practice through learning from the module and through wider reading 
around the subject areas 

 Engage with a child and support them to express their wishes, views and feelings 
 
 

 

Syllabus outline: 

Introduction to key law and policy for children including the United Nations Convention for the 
Rights of the Child (CRC 89).  
The role of the State in safeguarding and protecting children.  
Constructions of childhood  
Current policies and practices in relation to the care of children looked after.  
Anti discriminatory framework and particularly how identity relates to children looked after. 
Examination of anti -discriminatory practice in relation to working with children in care 
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